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SN’T it a pleasure to open a dresser drawer and get the article you want with- 
j ie hunting around for it? The stored article is generally in much better 
condition, too, when there is a definite place for it in the drawer. 

The size and shape of the drawer and the articles you keep in it will determine 
the plan you use. Although no two persons are likely to use the same plan, the 
following suggestions may help you in organizing the contents of your dresser 
or chest drawers. 


REMOVE UNNECESSARY ARTICLES 
Most of us are collectors at heart and we frequently have our most convenient 
storage spaces cluttered up with materials that we seldom or never use. If you 
have unused articles in your dresser drawers, why not dispose of them or move 
them to an out-of-the-way space and free the drawers for things you use all of 
the time? Frequently used items should be stored so they are easy to see, reach, 
and grasp. 
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MAKE A PATTERN 


Try placing the articles in different ways in the drawer to get the most con- 
venient arrangement. Since the front of the drawer is easiest to reach, plan to 
store the most frequently used articles there and the ones that are used less often 
at the back. After you have decided on the most convenient arrangement, 
measure the space needed for each compartment. Cut paper the size of the 
bottom of the drawer and mark measurements for the compartments on the 
paper. When you have all of these measurements on the paper you will have 
the pattern for making drawer dividers. 


MAKE THE DIVIDERS 


The drawer dividers may be made of plywood or any other lightweight wood, 
masonite, corrugated paper, or heavy cardboard. The dividers should not be so 
high that you have difficulty reaching into the compartments. Decide on the 
best height for the dividers as determined by the articles to be stored and cut 
the dividers according to the measurements on the paper pattern. After you 
have them cut, arrange them in the proper places to see that they fit correctly 
into the drawer. 

Finish the dividers before fastening them in the drawers. The edges of wood 
should be sanded until they are smooth. You may wish to round the upper 
edges so that the dividers will have a finished look. The edges of masonite may 
also be smoothed with sandpaper. Cardboard may have the top edges bound 
with masking tape. This makes an attractive finish and gives added strength. 
You may want to paint, varnish, or cover the dividers with wallpaper for a more 
finished appearance. 


Drawer with corrugated paper dividers 
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The wooden dividers may be held in place with nails although it is sometimes 
difficult to drive small nails through the seasoned wood of the drawer. Small 
wooden cleats are satisfactory for holding in place both wood and masonite 
dividers. Masking tape will hold all types of dividers in place. It is particularly 
good if only lightweight articles are to be stored or if articles are to be stored 
temporarily. Since the tape is so easy to use, you might like to try it out on the 
dividers before you decide on a more permanent method of holding them. 


MAKE A SLIDING TRAY 


Sliding trays that may be pushed back and forth or from side to side are very 
convenient in deep drawers and in drawers where small articles are stored. These 
trays slide on runners and generally cover a little less than one-half of the 
drawer. In some cases two small trays might be used instead of one larger one. 
The runners on the sides or ends of the drawer may be made of lattice stripping, 
quarter round, or any small strips of wood. 

The bottom of the tray may be made of plywood, any lightweight wood, or 
masonite. Determine the size and shape needed. Cut out the bottom of the 
tray and try it out for size in the drawer. Make the sides of the tray from ply- 
wood or lattice stripping; fit and nail together the strips at the corners; then 
nail to the bottom section of the tray. The tray should be shallow enough not 
to interfere with the articles stored below it. A tray may have dividers in it 
to hold the stored articles in place. 

Sometimes a silverware box or a plastic box with small sections may be used 
as a sliding tray. If the boxes are smaller than the size needed, they may be 
fastened to a piece of plywood that fits into the drawer. 
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SOME STORAGE HINTS 
Practice putting things where they belong. 


If you buy cosmetics in large jars, fill small jars from these to use in a small 
cosmetic drawer. The large jars may be stored elsewhere. 


Roll underwear, stockings, and scarves instead of stacking them. They will 
be easier to see and in as good condition as when stacked. 


If you can’t make dividers, use cardboard boxes to keep drawers orderly. 
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